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OTTONTAIL CHRONICL E C 

Upcoming Events 

Feb. 12th —Mock Test 

  —7th Grade Writing 

  —8th Grade Math 

Feb. 13th —Mock Test 

  —7th Grade Advanced Math 

  —8th Grade Reading 

Feb. 15th —12:10 Release  

Feb. 18th —No School / Teacher Comp Day 

Feb. 27th —Spring Pictures 

Mar. 4th —Mock Test 

  —6th & 7th Grade Math 

  —Algebra 1 

Mar. 5th —Mock Test 

  — 6th & 7th Grade Reading 

Mar. 6th —Mock Test 

  — 8th Grade Science 

Mar. 7th —Mock Test 

  — 8th Grade Social Studies 

Mar. 11th—15th —Spring Break 

6th Grade 
Hadley Morris 

7th Grade 
Marion McNabb 

8th Grade 
Yahir Ceballos 

6th Grade 
Sean Ward 

7th Grade 
Allye Stark 

8th Grade 
Carson Matlock 

Teacher of the Month 

Mariah Fuqua 

7th Grade  
Math 

Student of the Month 

Rabbit of the Month 



 

January 2019  2 

English & Language Arts 

6th Grade 

We have been covering Public Service 

Announcements this six weeks. We will soon 

move on to learning how to generate 

connections across text.  

7th Grade 

We have been focusing on sentence structure, 

Grammar Keepers, and daily journal writing. In 

addition, we have been discussing the 

differences between fragments, sentences, and 

run-ons. Students have participated and battled 

in a friendly, yet intense game of "Gramnite" 

reviewing capitalization and sentence structure. 

We will soon embark on another Writing 

Workshop.  

8th Grade 

This six weeks we have 

been looking at multiple 

genres. We have read 

Martin Luther King Jr’s 

“I have a dream” speech, 

and paired his ideas with 

poetry. Students have 

analyzed persuasive 

text, and created their 

own arguments. We are 

currently reading “The 

Giver” and making 

connections to the text. 

Mathematics 

Math RTI 

Our classes 

were visited 

by DPS 

Trooper, Dreu 

Kirkland. 

Officer 

Kirkland 

presented a lesson on 

how he uses math 

concepts in accident 

investigations.  

 

6th Grade 

This six weeks in Math 

we have been exploring 

order of operations while focusing in on 

rational numbers and integers, we saw 

exponents for the first time. We used a crazy 

skit to demonstrate how to prioritize the 

operations!  

7th Grade 

7th grade math has just wrapped up our 

probability unit. We enjoyed hands on learning 

to collect experimental probability data and 

used it to predict future outcomes. We are now 

starting our Geometry unit and will get to 

create a dream house blueprint with various 

shapes and students will be expected to 

calculate their houses’ total area.  

8th Grade 

We are learning surface area and volume. We 

will remember to "follow the yellow brick road" 

when solving volume and surface area. 

Students will be placed in groups and will be 

working together to build a geometric city. 

They will build their cities in class and present 

them after a week of building them.  



 

January 2019  3 

Social Studies 

6th Grade 

We are currently learning about China and 

Japan. Students have been participating in 

classroom activities to see how the population 

density has affected Japan. Soon we will move 

on to Australia.  

7th Grade 

We are currently covering the Civil War time 

period and will soon move to the topic of 

Reconstruction.  

8th Grade 

U.S. History has covered domestic and foreign 

issues with our 1st and 2nd Presidents of the 

United States. We will continue our unit with 

discussion of the 3rd, 4th and 5th Presidents.  

BIM 

In BIM we have been working with PowerPoint 

and learning how to effectively use 

backgrounds, transitions, and animations to 

present information to a group of people. We 

created our very own super hero and 

introduced them to the class for our first public 

speaking experience.  

Principles of Agriculture, Food, and Natural 

Resources 

AG has been covering fruit and vegetable 

production and will be wrapping up plant and 

soil science with ornamental horticulture. We 

will finish the unit by designing a landscape for 

the front of Bowie Junior High. 

 

Science 

6th Grade 

We learned about thermal energy transfers, the 

layers of the earth 

and the rock cycle 

this six-weeks in 

6th grade. We 

will be gearing 

up to learn about 

plate tectonics 

and the solar 

system in the coming weeks. It’ll be a unit 

packed full of information and activities!  

7th Grade 

January has been a busy time in 7th Science. 

We've completed Adaptations of Organisms 

and Natural Selection. February begins with 

investigating the flow of matter using food 

chains, food webs and energy pyramids.  

8th Grade 

We have covered plate tectonics and the layers 

of the Earth. We did an experiment with Oreos 

Electives 

The honors class finished reading “The 

Compound” and made character biographies 

analyzing the characters in the book. They are 

currently researching debate topics.  

that showed the different plate boundaries. We 

will be starting the moon phases next week.  
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Principles of Art, AV Technology and 

Communications 

PAV has been 

covering Fashion 

Design and trend 

forecasting. We 

are now moving 

into Printing and 

Imaging 

Technology and 

Graphic Design. 

We began by 

designing a unique 

Google Doodle 

and students will 

have the opportunity to design their own board 

game. 

 

 

 

 

Journalism 

Journalism just finished their first news story. 

We will be covering source attribution and 

paraphrasing in news stories before starting our 

second news story. 

Careers Exploration 

College & Careers are currently learning about 

the field of Human Services. We will soon be 

starting to learn about careers in the 

Information Technology field. 

Electives 

A typical 8th grader, Austin was a prominent athlete 
standing at nearly 6-feet tall in junior high and had a 
bright future in high school. On the football field, you 
couldn’t overlook him with his towering height as a 
running back and linebacker. After football season, you 
could find him on the basketball court. Jumping clear out 
of the gym getting rebounds and boxing out. During track 
season, Austin drew your attention the second he stepped 
foot on the track. Long jumping, running the open 200, 
and anchoring the mile relay. His long stride was famous 

for coming from behind to win an exciting race. 
Fast forward to the middle of June 2018. Austin began 
running a fever that he just couldn’t quite shake. Over the 
span of two to three weeks, Austin was seen by two 
doctors who assumed it was a virus and gave him 
antibiotics to help kick it. After no relief, blood work was 
done and he was sent to an infectious disease doctor. 
That doctor also thinking it was a virus, sent Austin to an 
oncologist, as a precaution, to undergo more tests. 
On July 17, Austin was diagnosed with ALL (acute 
lymphocytic leukemia), commonly known as “childhood 
leukemia”. Doctors gave Austin a positive prognosis 
stating how curable this cancer is. They started him on a 
chemotherapy treatment immediately. After one week, 
Austin was ready to go home. Then, more bad news. 
Doctor’s revealed to Austin that in a lab draw, they found 
one cell that was unlike the others. He not only had acute 
lymphocytic leukemia, he was now fighting Burkitt’s 
Lymphoma-a very aggressive adult cancer that is more 
difficult to cure. Austin was checked into Cook 
Children’s Hospital and began heavy treatment. After 
roughly a month, Austin’s doctors felt he was heading 
into remission and let him come home. Within a week, 
Austin began running fever again, prompting yet another 
visit to the hospital. 
Four months later, November 2018, after a roller coaster 
of fever and pain, a  CT scan revealed Austin had new 
tumors growing, catching doctors by surprise. One was 
found around the spine and the other behind his eye. 
Doctor’s began radiation immediately along with heavy 
doses of chemotherapy. 
Four weeks ago, while at home, Austin began 
experiencing severe pain in his back. A trip to the ER and 
a CT scan revealed a new tumor growing and wrapping 
itself around his spine. Austin lost feeling from the waist 
down and endured seven days of intense radiation 
therapy. Thankfully, this reduced his pain. 
Austin is currently at Cook Children’s Hospital. Doctors 
are working to elevate his T-cell count so he can be 
transferred to Dallas Children’s Hospital in the next three 
to four weeks for some other treatment options he 
qualifies for. One is a trial chemo that is typically not 
used to treat his types of cancer. The other is to try CAR-
T immunotherapy. With this type of therapy, they will 
take Austin’s cells and reprogram them to fight his 
cancer. 
Terry, Austin’s grandfather, spoke of how Austin’s 
diagnosis was emotionally devastating for this family. 
Despite the circumstances they are holding up well and 
are so overwhelmed and thankful for the support they 
have received from this community. Terry called Austin a 
“marine” and said he was determined to beat this. Austin 
has remained strong emotionally and physically through 
all treatments often saying “We got this”, “I’m going to 
beat this.” 
 
From all of us here at Bowie JH, we would like to thank you 
for your donation and ask that you continue to pray for 
Austin and his family.  Austin attended eighth grade at BJH in 
2017-18 and still has many friends on our campus. 

Austin’s Story 


